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7 December 194S 


FROM* Office of General touns ol 
SUB 3 ~CT t reraor.nel ^stfostea 


i, Mission or gfhrral ccmrs^s officii 

(fhe office of General Counsel ia responsible for 
all legal sitter a pertaining to the agency* a ^affairs an* 
ad-vifics the Fir >c tor. Assistant Directors erv: other Oxxiclals 
of the agency on legal problems, assume s recpona.^oillty 

ariSSg out of the conduct of tha agents affairs, prefer e a 
opinions for the Director and other officials of tin 0 ^ V J 
on all types of legal questions including contracts, claim , 

property, finance and fiscal procedures, application ol 

legislation to agency natters, 

f *.*»«* —.7 Jft 9- Hi 


STaMOlil Ua WZ& aisr.Mlity coses, rovlevS *hd 
pr r’vla«r C «n»Sa and apodal ordara, aJr.lnlntr.tlvo Instruc- 

docents. carries on liaison ; -1th . Judga 

Advocate* a n.,«rtr.»nt end other *? "bbh, 

maat, and r.dviaan or. or handles corporation dlaaolutlou m 
other legal spacts or corporations necessary to *S?i 0 3L nnsel'a 
oca rations. It is the primary mission of tha general Counsel s 
rtffl to act on all the «hcve -natters which are peculiar to 

Sit Salt, and a seondarlly to refer to the ‘SSiT 

or other divisions of the Government mjh routine and standard 
problems as those offices are equipped to handle. Thus, . 
routine Li uuurxinrit contracts, claims bv and against t,.,e 
Govammirit, ^5S, etc., are referred to the Contract Division, 
Claims Off icer or hagai Assistance Officer* Special ccntrao <s 
of a confidential or unusual nature* claims, the 
which may not be made public? r>nd certain private aifoirs of 
social Jersormel arc handled by the General Counsel. *t i» 

Jhl reasons Iblllty of the General Counsel to determine wnio.u 
fasos may be rof erred to others and which must be handled as 
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peculiar to the Unit* 

Tiis job descriptions attached set ibrthJLn 
further detail the matters handled by the office. In 
connection with these job descriptions, tfc e only clear 
Assifprcweni Is that given to the member of the office 
assigned to Special Funds} the other members of the office 
divide the work very generally according to- their past 
experience, working on those matters' they know best, but 
because of the frequent conferences, interchanges of 
information and resent rapid shuffling of personnel, the 
present members work as a team, on all matters with no 
sharp lines drawn on different subjects* 


11m PRUSUBT SI TuATZGU 

At the present time the following are properly 
to be considered mergers of the Genei'al Counsel* s Office i 


Capt* I## H# Houston 
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Mr* John s « Warner 
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is in "TO, working 


At present t 

solely on War Crimes in connection with the trials at 

W ... . rt. 
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Igu re-mberg* 
is 


With him and also working solely on War Crimes 

Jiforks solely on War Crimes 


in Washington, end ho does none or the regular General Counsel 
work* | ‘ “ | is Theater Counsel for 15T0* It is assumed 

t t n» t his c tr vices will 'be required ove rseas until at least 
February 1st and probably into March* I I Is 

Assisti ng Mm in clearing up legal problems In Europe* ft*. 

I 1 la on his way back from IB T, and on his return will be 


entitled to at least 45 days TD, 


recently 
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returned from V%Q $ and is at present absent on 57 day® Tl> 
which will tes&nats about February 1st.* 0ms th« only 
members of the office actual ly performi ng General Counsel 


functions are Cunt* Houston* 
latter botn r assigned to the 
1 and the three 
filth the 


«?sd 


Fr* Warn©: 

Advisor* s 

comprise the 
liquidation 
is at preset 


special Fund,# 
olerk-st euogrtphers 


position# 


acklog arising out o* 


office staff# 

and closing of field offices, the office 
considerably understaffed* 


xix,« FFcomi m>m OKS 


0i© following recommendations are mod® for sn 
absolute minimum staffing of the General Counsel* a Office 
based on certain conditions precedent existing or; or about 
1 February 1946* These conditions ares.' 

(1) That the majority of the liquidation 
problems will be closed, and that the flow from 
the field will be greatly reduced} 

m That all routine matters such as 
personnel claims, accident reports, normal 
disability gnd death problems, review end 
termination of contracts will be performed 
by the other branches or agencies who normally 
handle such matters} 

(&} That the proposed staff is not 
expected to be able to handle peak loads at 
such times as during the preparation of 
budget® and preparations for hearing® before 
committees, and handling of any investigation® 
or special reports that may be required, and 
that at such times additional assistance will 
be mad© available by capable legal officers 
from Headquarters Detachment, the Inspector 
General *6 Department, the J ADD or may other 
Government department which can supply 
qualified non; 

(4) That this proposal does not cover 
overseas where it is assumed, that the present 
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| CONFIDENTIAL. 

-4- 7 Decern ber* 1940 


Thm %® r Counsel will continue to act until 
#ueh t im# as problems thare are liquidated* 


Th» recommendation of this office is that on 1 
February 1946, assuming the above conditions, the staff 
should bo one civilian lawyer assigned to Special Funds; 
two JAGD officers or the equivalent, one acting as the 
General Counsel and the other as assistant to the General 
Counsel; three civilians in the office staff, one of whom 
should bo at least a CAP*- 7 and the others at least CAF-5* 
It is submitted that the use of JAG officers or their 
equivalent is justified by the fact that many of the 
problems handled are highly classified and that due to 
the military nature of many of the problems and the close 
liaison with the Judge Advocate General* s office, the 
General Counsel acts in a situation quit© similar to the 
Judge Advocate In the War and Navy Departments* 


At present it is expecte d that the follow ing will 


b© available as of 1 February! , 

have jr e turned but my b© eligible for discharge ; Gapt 
” “ ‘ eligible for discharge If declared surplus; 


who should 


surplus i 


POSS 


Ibly eligible for discharge if declared 
J nt * 


- — at present eligible for discharge; 

believed not el igible for disch arge i Mr* Warner, 


elvplAir^Spleyeej possibly] I all the present 

administr ative and secret arial staff will b© available, 
including 1 
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#«pi« L* f # lemaich 

Acting General Counsel 


ti ^OSHFIDBiTlAi r 


Approved For Release 2005/01/05 : CIA-RDP57-00384R0002001 301 13-3 






